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.

TD, or not TD, that is the Question
My apologies to the Bard.  I keep finding myself grimacing at the descriptions that are applied to too many TDs that are showing up on eBay, and similar venues as "fully restored", or "original", or "authentic" cars with their Volvo/MGA/MGB engines.  That's not to mention the growing trend toward the Datsun/Nissan/Ford/Suzuki/Geo 5-speed gearboxes.  And then there're those gorgeous wire wheels complete with the MGA/MGB suspension and rear end that holds them.  But they call them TDs.
The 5-speed gearbox virus is probably the most virulent form that is attacking TDs today.  If it were a simple matter of not enough XPAG gearboxes to go around, it would be one thing.  But, that's not the case.  TDs are losing their original gearboxes to the 'foreign' ones because their owners just like them better.  The conversion cost is most likely well in excess of the cost of a total XPAG gearbox rebuild by a reputable firm.  The main benefit that one hears is that of 'higher cruising speed at lower revs'.  Shucks, that's easily accomplished by swapping out the TDs 5.125 rear end gears with a set of 4.3's from an MGA (as I've done). And, it doesn't show at all.  
When I found Lazarus (my 52 TD) he was sporting a Volvo B16B engine with Volvo gearbox.  It was a fairly common conversion back in the 60's when the indignity was fostered upon him.  The conversion wasn't completed, so he never ran under Volvo power.  It cost quite a bit to return him to an all XPAG configuration.  But it was worth it.  You see, I'm a great fan of the TD.  Have been since the first one that I saw as a teenager back in 1950.  I'm pleased as punch to be able to show folks what an MGTD looks like.  Don't get me wrong, I'm not an authenticity Nazi worrying about slotted versus crosshead screws.  I'll readily admit that my coolant recovery tank is an add-on borrowed from an MGB, but it's easily removed.
I seem to run into a number of folks who just  want an automobile that has the appearance of a TD, but without its character.  They want the performance of a TR, but with the mystique of a TD.  They're insulted if you suggest that they should probably find one of the VW/Chevette/Pinto fiberglass replicars.  I just hope that their modifications are reversible and that the original parts are set aside someplace so that some day the car can become a TD again.  In the meantime I'll think of them as hybrids.  Gee, maybe eBay'll start a category called TD-hybrids, or TD-modifieds.
Bud Krueger
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