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           Ttalk

                                                 by Bud Krueger
Light at the End of the Tunnel

Just had to share this one with all of you who are into a project.  (Aren't we all?)

As do many of you, I participate in a number of T-type related internet forums.  It's very common to have someone ask for a list of tools, etc., to have on hand before beginning that first T-car project.  The usual responses contain a list of Whitworth wrenches and plastic bags, etc., etc.

Recently, on the MG Cars Enthusiasts' Club Limited BBS we had a response from Robert May, a fellow TD owner in Atlanta, GA.  With his permission, here's Robert's report:

Well, this summer marks the fourth anniversary of the beginning of the restoration of my 1950 TD, which my father bought in 1969. After four years (time flies when you're having fun...and taking a wooden car apart!), I'm finally seeing some light at the end of the tunnel.

I took the car all the way down to the frame, which didn't take too long, then started the arduous process of cleaning, repairing (or replacing), and re-assembling the zillions of pieces that make up these "simple" cars. Now, I have the engine and drivetrain installed (and it runs!...even backed her down the driveway once!), the body painted and installed, and rear fenders painted and installed. My brand new interior has arrived (nothing cooler on these cars in my opinion than the vinyl piping between the fenders!).

All that's left is to finish the interior, paint and install the front fenders and running boards, then hook up the lights and go!...I hope! This car won't win any shows (may even get thrown out of a few). I realized early on that a perfect restoration was too much, but I have managed to undo some of the 'riggings' done in earlier restorations (amazing what you'll find in there!).

If you're a novice like me and considering taking on such a task, here's a few things I've learned:

1. No matter how long you think it will take, double it.

2. If you struggle with organization, double the time estimate again (I spend half my time just looking for something).

3. If you're planning on doing the restoration in a standard sized two-car garage, get proficient with Rubik's Cube first, a skill you'll need to constantly shift things around.

4. Be prepared to do everything three times: First, the shortcut, second the wrong way, third the way you knew you should have done it the first time!

5. In addition to Moss Motors and Abington, Home Depot and Lowes also make MGT parts...sort of.

6. Unlike Harley riders, you won't need any tattoos proving you own an MG. You'll have plenty of bumps, bruises, scratches, and scars to prove it.

7. Plan any formal social or business functions accordingly. It takes at least three days until the dirt and grease gets off your hands and fingernails.

8. Seek anger management therapy early on, especially before dealing with rubber bushings that are twice the size of the hole they go into.

9. Strangely enough, not all your neighbors will enjoy the fresh aroma and pleasant side effects from paint and lacquer thinner as you do. Monitor for dangerous toxic levels by observing your pets' behavior.

10. Be prepared to be amazed at new oil stains on your garage floor from a car that doesn't even have oil in it!

(He later added:

another tip on taking apart the engine...make sure the area you are working in is deafly quiet...you'll want to be able to hear where tiny inner engine parts land when they fly out as you disassemble the engine! :-)

(Reprinted with permission of MG Cars Enthusiasts' Club Limited BBS)
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